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Bean Throwing (quantities limited)
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Performance of Edo Sato Kagura traditional Tokyo folk dance
Also see a performance of “Mamemaki”
(the traditional origins of the bean-scattering tradition)
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Enjoy “Haneda Daiko” dorayaki (red-bean pancakes), a famous local specialty of Ota Ward Anamori Inari-based store “Isozakiya”
%Servings are limited to 100 dorayaki per session. Please take a numbered ticket in front of the Edo stage

at the prescribed time for each session, and dorayaki will be distributed accordingly.
*Please be aware that numbered tickets and confectionaries are distributed at different locations.
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Setsubun
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Setsubun takes place on February 3, the day before the start of spring. In Japan, this represents the day before the start of a new year, and rituals have
evolved to drive away the evil spirits that cause calamities in the hope that the upcoming new year will be free of unhappiness and misfortune.

Bean throwing represents the eradication of these evil spirits, and as part of the custom, people developed the custom of striking oni (demons) with
beans to ward off bad luck and enjoy perfect health in the coming year.

Raw (unroasted) beans later sprout, and as beans are associated with demon’s eyes due to the Japanese word for bean, mame, corresponding to the Japa-
nese for “evil spirit” and “eye” to form ma-me, this is considered a bad omen. Therefore, only roasted beans are used during bean-throwing ceremonies.
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Performers - Kato Sato Kagura Company
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Kato Sato Kagura Company.is a sato kagura troupe with a key focus on active participation by members of thewounger generation, led by Toshihiko
Kato; a graduate of the Department of Traditional Japanese Music at Tokyo University of the Arts.
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Performance - Mamemaki (the traditional origin of the bean-scattering tradition)
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The story goes that the four legendary retainers of Minamoto no Yorimitsu had learned that an ogre had taken up residence deep.in the mountains, and
was carrying out acts of wickedness. The four drew lots to decide which of them would go to purge the ogre as a test.of courage. It was Watanabe no
Tsuna who drew the short straw.

When Watanabe no Tsuna and his retainers arrived in the mountains, the ogre was having a drinking bout. Watanabe had his men-dress in women’s
clothing and sent them in to infiltrate. As the men continued to pour him drinks, the ogre gradually became sleepy, and eventually fell asleep.

The men seized this opportunity to attack, but they were no match for the ogre. They called out to Watanabe, resulting in a head-to-head confrontation.
Although Watanabe lost ground at first, he surprised the ogre by throwing some beans at him, and the ogre began to run away. When the retainers
bound the ogre with thread and pulled at the ogre, his face was that of Fuku no Kami, the god of fortune.

The word mame means “beans” in Japanese, but in this case it is written with characters that represent the concept of the elimination or destruction of
evil. The ogre, having dispelled all evil from its heart, turned into the god of fortune; dancing an auspicious dance of good fortune, and offering treasure
and admiration onto people.

*The tradition of mamemaki (“bean scattering”) for setsubun: In Japan, it is said that a person’s heart becomes more unclean every day, and that'evil builds up within it over the course of a year.
Setsubun is the season for dispelling all of that uncleanness and evil.

If this cycle is viewed from a larger perspective, it is a 12-year cycle. Therefore, so-called toshiotoko or toshionna (men or women who were born in a year with the same sign of the Chinese
zodiac as that of the current year) are regarded as being free of such uncleanness, and so there is a tradition for such persons to take the role of bean-scatterer during setsubun.
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